THE SLAUGHTER OF THE STUKAS
The Anti-aircraft Gunners* Successes
It was not to the fighters alone that the Stukas fell
victims in their incursions in August. The ground
defences of all kinds had their successes, too. *Anti-
aircraft gunners have had a record week/ said an
Air Ministry Bulletin (No. 1409) of August 17.
'Since last Sunday morning (August 12) they have
shot down fifty-seven German bombers and fighters.
Nearly half of this week's bag was claimed in one
day; Thursday, the isth, the day the Germans
made their big attack on our shores. It is now certain
that twenty-two of them were destroyed by anti-
aircraft fire. They helped to make up the fine total
of 180 enemy aircraft destroyed on that day. . ..
Heavy guns, medium guns and Lewis guns have all
claimed their victims. The crews of the big four-
point-fives have watched their shells marking the
sky with white puffs round almost invisible Junkers
and Dormers. They have seen German airmen
floating down by parachute. The quick-firing
Bofors guns have caught Junkers 87 dive-bombers
on their downward swoop and made them end then-
dive in flames* And for the first time the Lewis
gunners* searchlight posts have had their revenge on
the raiders who have so often sprayed machine-gun
bullets down their searchlight beams* Lewis gunners
in the Isle of Wight described how they tricked a
Junkers 87 which was diving low over them on its
way to bomb an objective farther ahead. They waited,
metaphorically speaking, until they could see the
whites of the German pilot's eyes, and then they let
him have it. The Junkers crashed just beyond them.*
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